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BOOK REVIEWS 



La Mare au diable. By George Sand. Edited by Marie Karcher 
Brooks for the Walter-Ballard French Series. [Direct Method.] 
New York: Scribner, 1016. Pp.139. $0.50. 

A small octavo volume, attractively bound in green cloth, with frontispiece 
portrait, and of pleasing craftsmanship, ushers in the new series of Direct 
Method French texts. 

This text, divided into 15 reading sections, each followed by explanatory 
notes, questions, and exercises, all in French, comprises 100 pages, of which 
more than 60 are given to the selections. A three-page resume of subjunctive 
usage and 35 pages of French-English vocabulary complete the book. 

Whereas the reading sections offer in George Sand's simple and idiomatic 
style an excellent theme for Direct Method grammatical exposition and cannot 
fail to awaken in the student some literary appreciation, they provide only a 
glimpse of the charm of the complete edition. Omissions and reductions have 
been liberally made, resulting in a much abbreviated version, in which the 
"coutures" are usually carefully concealed. The omission of chap, ix, "Priere 
du soir," is to be regretted, but the loss of the first chapter and of the "Ap- 
pendice" does not harm the continuity of the tale. Paraphrase has been 
resorted to but little. 

In notes, given at the bottom of the page, difficult constructions are 
explained in simple French. The "questionnaires" are thorough and not too 
long, and ample opportunity for learning deductively the elementary rules of 
French grammar is to be had in the exercises. In the latter particular empha- 
sis is laid upon the use of the subjunctive and the infinitive tense agreement 
and a knowledge of and an ability to use common idiomatic expressions. A 
list of such expressions follows each section. 

The vocabulary of about two thousand words seems to have been care- 
fully compiled. Gender is clearly shown by marginal printing of the articles. 

In second-year high-school classes, where it is desired to keep the class- 
room work in French, this volume might be used to excellent advantage, 
though the editor announces in her preface that she had in mind "the needs 
of pupils who have had two or three years of French." 

Otto F. Bond 



A History of the Family as a Social and Educational Institution. By 
Willystine Goodsell. Crown 8vo, pp. xiv+588. 1915. 
This book is one of the Textbook Series edited by Paul Monroe and aims to 

present in compact form a study of the family in its development from primitive 
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times to the present day. An excellent chapter on the "Primitive Family" is 
followed by three others on the "Patriarchal Family Types of the Hebrews, 
Greeks, and Romans." These chapters are written with great care and 
comparisons are made easy by the use of an outline substantially alike in the 
three chapters. The eight chapters following are devoted to the development 
of the family after the rise of Christianity, and pay special attention to the 
influence of the church as affecting family relationships and marriage, and to 
the changes effected by modern industrial conditions and urban life. Begin- 
ning with the seventeenth century the study is devoted almost entirely to the 
family of England and America, ignoring therefore the development in the 
other parts of Christendom. Very slight reference, for example, is given to 
domestic conditions in Latin America, or even to those of France and Germany. 
The last chapter is devoted to a fairly good discussion of "Current Theories 
of Reform." Selected bibliographies at the close of each chapter and a fine 
and complete index of thirty-five pages complete the volume. 

The work is based on a careful and judicious study of the best texts and 
source books on the family. Conflicting theories are fairly stated, essential 
points are clearly made, and useless detail is ignored. Since the author is a 
woman, naturally the status of woman in its development is emphasized and a 
feminine interpretation of the "man-made" family is occasionally observable. 
The study as a whole is characterized by painstaking thoroughness, so that it 
supplies a demand for a work uniting both the historical and the modern 
aspects of the family and presenting in one volume the essential information 
needed for a comprehensive study of this important social institution. 

J. Q. Dealey 



Plane and Solid Geometry. By Webster Wells and Walter H. Hart. 
Boston: D. C. Heath & Co., 1915. Pp. viii+467. 

The text is a revision of Wells's Essentials of Geometry. An introductory 
chapter of twenty-eight pages aims to make the student familiar with the 
fundamental concepts of geometry before taking up geometric constructions 
and demonstrative geometry. The book is so arranged as to make it possible 
to select the essential theorems, leaving it to the teacher to decide upon omission 
of the less essential theorems. 

The practical value of the subject is emphasized by means of applied prob- 
lems and artistic designs. There are numerous historical notes to add interest 
to the work. The proofs of the incommensurable cases are postponed until a 
treatment of the theory of limits has been given in the later part of the course. 

In its main features the textbook is in accord with the traditional texts on 
geometry. 

E. R. Breslich 

University or Chicago 



